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How Do Colleges Evaluate Studentse

» ACADEMICS » PERSONAL
» Grades » Extra-curricular Activities
» Academic Rigor » Essays
» Test Scores » Letfters of Recommendation
» Interviews

» Application Strategy
» Other Considerations




THE ACADEMICS

GRADES, RIGOR, TEST SCORES




Grades and Academic Rigor

» Do | need to identify an
inNfended major for
undergraduate
admissionse

» GPA, how important is
that numbere

» What's bettere High
grades or high rigore




Standardized Testing

» PSAT

> SAT/ACT

» SAT Subject Tests
» AP/IB Exams

» TOEFL/IELT
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Standardized Testing

» How do students choose which
tests to takee ACT or SATe

» What is super-scoring and
score choice?¢

» Do colleges require Subject
Testse

» What are test-optional/flexible
schools?g (Visit Fairtest.org to
learn more.)




When to Take Standardized Tests

SAT ACT
May 5, 2018 June 92,2018
June 2, 2018 July 14, 2018
August 25, 2018 September 8, 2018
October 6, 2018 October 27, 2018
November 3, 2018 December 8, 2018

December 1, 2018 February 9, 2019
March 9, 2019 April 2019




PERSONAL
QUALITIES

ACTIVITIES, ESSAYS, INTERVIEWS,
LETTERS OF REC...




Extracurricular Activities

S8 What activities look good
on college applications?

» Should students focus on
depth or breadthe




Application Essays

» What makes @
compelling college
essaye

» When should students
start working on their
college applications and
essayse




Letters of Recommendation

' i’ » What about letters of rec
| from teachers, counselors,
and other people?

» How many is too many<




Other Considerations

» First generation
» Under-represented minority
» Recruited athlete

» Legacy/Development
applicants

» International students
» Early decision applicants

PreE




Application Options

» Common Application
(Common App)

» Coalition Application

ONLINE

Click Here » School-specific applications

Bl > UCAS

» Others




Application Deadlines

» Regular Deadline (Jan.)

» Early Decision (Nov.)
» Early Decision Il (Jan.)
» Early Action (Nov./Dec.)
» Restrictive
» Single-choice

» Priority Decision (Nov./Dec.)

» Rolling deadline

» Waitlists (March through summer)




Picking a College

» Creating the college list
» Making campus Visits

» Interviewing
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